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THE ANIMAL LIFE OF CUBA
MEIUVLYS OF 4 TR ATNED ORSERYER'S
RESKEARCH IN THE ISLAND,

"Wild Boars That Fight at the Drop of the
Hat—The Ara-Tricolor, A Bird of Won-
derful Fin ~Tha A dn’s FPres-
enee Proved - Soldler Encounters & Boa.

! BAN Lum, Cuba, Aug. 7. Unlike other tropl-
al countries ol the Western Hemlapbers, Cuba
Poaswses lew wild animals, altholigh the natural
sondivions ol mountain, Neld, forest and jungle
have cartainly been favorablo to s greater num-
ber than have been known o exist on the lsland
ot any Ume Oulside of the wild boar, & small
Moot and the Jutia or wood ras, a short enumeration
would cover the list and leave little 1o bo told
lgators are plentiful, and the eayman or eroco-
Is numersus, bul as 1o the rabbit, raccoon,
wpossum or fox, which aflord so much sport In the
United States, these and all others of & like kind
wre unknown in (%ha

The eastern part of the Island, enpecially Sant-

provines, Is rough and rogged with moun-

peakn that disappear among the clouds  In
Wome cascs hose lofty plles whood up abrupily
Brom the coast, while again the coast way be luw
wnd marshy and the mountains far lnland,  There
mre lovely valloys between the ranges, and every-
Where dense cover Is abundant  Dark forents of
mahogany, rosewond, shuny and walnut cover
milen of territory, and olhor sections consist of
Yam savannas overgrown with lall grasses thut
Feach o & horseman's shoulders  The natural
sonditions are ideal for wild gams, but the long
metilement of the laland and the ralds ol the Insyr-
Eent, who have lived on the country for years, han
deti little for the sportsman.

The wild boar of Cuba answers In size and fe.
Fervciousness 1o the jaball of northern Mexico
mod southern Texan  They run in amall packs
br drovea, have an overabundance of courage, and
Weigh from 250 1w 380 pounds  In s latter re
Bpoct they have the advantage over tholr cousing
©f Texas and Mexleo.  Thelr tusks are sharp and
Promineny, being several Inchea In length, and
whon they encountor an adversary In the brusk,
be he man or beast, thero in mire o bo a Nght to
the finish  With each drove of those creatires
auns a leader, who In called by the natives ¢ solg-
Borio, though why ho ahould be designated a her-
mit no one is able w tell.

The jutla (pronounced hoo te alb) ls the only
wild animal in Cuba that ls native to the country,
Tt is found in no other land, and is siwply the over
wrown rat of the Stalea. 1t ranges in length from
twelve inches o two foel, axclusiva of the tall, ls s
mocturnal feeder and can be tamed almost 4o the
degree of the domestlo dog.  The julla is very
common throughout Cuba, inhablting the moun.
Bainn, foresin and lowlands, and is & general artl
ele of diet in both the wild and domestie state
Whe creaturs, howover, bias the repulsivencss of
Hhe common ral and s shunned by all except the
Ynland inhabitants, who prize it as one of their
vhoioesi fooda. To cateh the futin, a simple box
Arap s arrangnd with double doors and a balied
spring, and the foollsh creaturs unhesitatingly
walkn to his destructon without so much as the
thought of an investigation. The younger mem-
bors of the spooies aro easily captured in hollow
trunks or rotken loga, and no dogs are necessary
%o ferret them oul, for upon the approach of a
Wiranger to thelr hiding places they crawl forth to
Watisfy their curiosity and am easlly made pris
onera After once lastng captivily the animal
Dever soeks (o ascape

The Nipe savannas on the northoastern coant of
Bantiago province, magnifiosnt rolling  pralries
Aivernified with every variety of grass indigenous
o ihe couniry, Is now the only section whare decr
may be found in considerable numbere Dack
in the Interior, among the swamps and heavy
eover, In the forests and mountaln foothills, and
An unsetiled and unfroguented places they are aluo

countersd, but they have been almost exior
minated by the savage wild dogs, which, eecaping
drom civilization, have become as ferocious and
ma dangerous an the Umber wolves of our West-
ern country. These dogs are of as many colors
as the domestie breedn and aro low and cunning,
their talls being quite as loug an thelr  bodies
The woods also abound in cata run wild, driven
from thelr former homes by the buming of plan-
Rations and selllemenisn  As these croatures wre
Bow thrown on thelr own resiurcos for a living,
ey may develop into a wild species similar o our
Wwildl cata

The domestic animals let locse in the Island from
the earliest period of hw cecupation lave found a
Place favorable fur their reproduction, but while
increaning they have also undergone modifica
Tone  Cuban horses of the Andalusian race
bave lost in staturo and breadih, bus ey have
Eainod in sobriety, endurance and Jildlity, e
fore the insurrection of 1508 they were s nitme rous
throughout the island, aud especially in the central

_q‘ml western reglons, that nobody traveled afool
o:dny the number of saddle animals has groatly
diminished In proportion to the inhAbitants, aml
Imowhere are wild horses found, as they formerly
“wern In ltomano Uay, In the Nipe savannas anid
other isolated regions  Asses are not numerous,
\boing kept mainly for breeding purposes.  Over
iwarked mules are soen everywhers, and as thore

e fow rallroads and no other kindw of roads to
;uk of, thesn hardy animals are used (or trans
{portation over the tralls and across the moun-
'talun  The camel of the Canaries which waa In-
“Aroduced at one time, did not sucesed, owing o the
Elﬂguu. & apecles of Insoct which wounded (s feet
{n certaln parta of the island, especlally in tha
tdistrlct of Daracos, the ox is used as a beast of
‘burden and for driving. Goats and sheep Liave
Bt thrived as well in Cuba as hogs and eattle; the
®oal haa lost Ita virlity, while the sheep, being
{poorly cared for, has replaced its flecce with a cont
“of hair.  The foregoing enumeration covers about
wall of the land animals at prescnt to be found in
WCuha

Bird lifo In abundant, and well protected by

var, ‘Thare am over 200 specics of birds indi

nous o the island, and over forty of the migra
Maory classes that yearly visit (s shores.  Hand
momest among the natlve flyers in tho tocoloro,

imson and creamy white, with blue bust and
spotted neck, and a crown of tufted feathers. It
‘18 no mean singer and its pretty notes can be
“heand In forest or junglo or among the mountain
wulches, where it builds its nest.  "T'he arlera s
: long-talled member of the thrush (amily ,which
Mohabits thickets, and the sorzal is n sister ot the
Mocolora, having pretty feathers but no wolee,

Tha rarcst of all birds in Cuba Is the ara-tricalor,
memﬂr known as the Cuban macaw.  Its habi.
tal Is the swamps, and the following general de-
soription will illustrate its beauty: Forebead, red,
becoming yellowlsh on top and shading into bright
Fellow on the peck; back featbers, cinnamon
sedged with groen; undor parts scarlet with a dash
Lol orango on the throal; secondary feathers bright

blus on the upper surface, pale brown underneath;
tall feathers clnnamon, thpped with blue; legs
brown and eyes yellow,  Seen in the dusk resting
=on the lily pads ol a swamnp, the ara tricolor Is one
©f the handsament specimons of bird life 1o be found
4n any land or any elime,

Wil pea fowls coneeal themselves in Wie deepest
thickets, and wild gulnea fowls are found every
where, expecially along the sonthern const in the
nelghborhood ol Santlage and  Guantanamo
Quails of the Hub White speoles, but larger and
unlike our own birds, sre plentitul, but owing to
“She cover It 14 dimenlt 1o moke & good bag of these
Birda,  Dogs see ol no use to hint them, eod the
wwnly way to cnter a thicket and get & shol s by
mmeans of thy mache e,

The weara, or wood plgean, pot unlike our ol
passaneer plgeon, 18 the best game bind s be found
in Cuba 1t grows 1o an nnusua! size in hot eli-
malen, and, sirange to say, Is found in the groatest
mumbers durlng the oianths of Aprll, May and
Sunn, I ds not awlit ying, and an indifferent
‘marksman in almost any of the wooids of the island
would find Hiwe diloulty in Alling bils game bag.
"Duves are considered & plagis by the planters,
who look upan thess intruders as Amerlcan farm-
ors regard crows  There are four speclos of la
paloma in Cuba, the principal varlety beitg the
matie as our Caroling turtle dove, They fiy in
Eroat nuuibers through the forests snd across the
ficlds, but are litls hunted owing to the lack of
Proper shooling material and the inherent Inzinesa
of the inbabitania

Wikl parrote and paraguets ar plentiful in

Eustern Cuba, and they form the favorie article
o tood for 1o mottler and the planter, Undou bt
#dly this liking Is considerably enlianced {rom the

fact that the bird (s slmple in lts nature and can be
trapped, approached or clubbed without much
effort. 8o tame are (hey (hat & man with a long,
sloud stick can enter the bruah and knock them
from thelr porchiest In almost any number be desires,
They can be seen flying so thick through the ma-
hogany forests of the Cauto River that a single
shot would probably bring down more than enough
for & day'm ealing. ‘These binds are cleanly in
habit and their fleah han & fine taste. They are
easily tamed, become good talker, and afler ones
belug domesticated are pever persuaded by thelr
fellow kind 1o escape. Indeed, a soldler carriod
one fina bird entirely across the island on his sad-
dia bow from the north to the south eoast, and
although it had Ita freedom In camp and at night
W Ny away and chatter with lia follows, 1t always
returned In time to resiime the jJourney next mom-
Ing. Tt bad not been in captivity more than a
munth,

Thete are In Cuba nelther the blackbird aa we
know Ii nor the full grown erow such as we have
In Lhe States; but betwesn the two, larger than the
former and smaller than the latter, thero Is & cren-
ture which the natives call the "raln crow.™ It is
found in every part of the laland, an the mountain
tops and in the depihs of the swamps, but it s
useful nelther for food nor song and is generally
disliked. It hasn a curlous, stumpy, rounded bil}
which has caused some o nlckname 14 “jewhird.®
The origin of it title "raln crow” is the fact that the
bird doea not seem o find discomfort In exposing
Isell to the heaviest showers, and afior a rain the
bushes, treea and plants for miles in every diree-
tlon present the curious speciacie of thousands of
hinck wings spread out to dry In the sun. No one
tistirba them and, therefore, they do not fear the
approach of man.

In no other land are the bumsarda so numearous
and so useful as they are in Cuba.  Thog hover
over mountalng and valleys, clrling about and
ever watchiul for a morsel, and it must be sald
that they have no diMeulty io finding all they
want They am the great scavenger force of
avory cily, and it in woll that they aro so indus-
trious in their calling; for otherwise much of the
filth In the townos and in the country surrounding
would be left  whero it lay. One lown near the
north const in Santingo Provinee s called “La
Cludad do las Auran,” which means “city of bus
zards" and It is correctly named, too, for there the
buzzards are more numerous than the inhabitania
and ahare with the latter their domiciles, taking
thio places of dogs, cats, chickens and other domes-
tio oreatures.  There is no law againat thelr do-
struction, and yet no one thinks of disturbing or
injuring them: They are as much at home about
a human dwelling as the owners themselvea

Among the migratory birds that visit Cuba in
winter are the green-winged teal, the pintall,
whistler, wood duck and eoot Great sport can
be had with theso birds If the sportsman is properly
equipped. Pelicans, waler-turkeyn, fub-ducks,
berona of all variotes nod colurs, eranes, eagles,
fNamingoes, hawks and owls of several kinds,
Induding the rare white owl, wood peckers, eopec-
ally the ivory bill, the ibis, and along the sbhores
gulls and sea birds innumerable are seon.  One
beautiful bird of the intetior deserves especial
montion.  Owing to the distance at which it was
woon, the writer was unable to ldentify It It was
o tall, handsome creature, and was walking lightly
on the lly pads.  Tts color above was a beautiful
spoctrum blue fading Into creamy white an the
sides and bursting (nto a brilllant scarlet on the
broast and luwer body,  1is legs were green, bill
arange, and the hicad was crowned with a coronet
similar to that worn by the Calllornia quall. It
was not web footesd, but bhad three broad toes
branching o the front and one to the side, which
indivated the wader rather than the swlimmer.
Fifteen species of the humming bird are pecu-
Har 1o the island, the largest of which is the long-
tailed hummer, measuring ten inches from tp of
beak to enil of tall, and the smallest, the verain,
which weighy hut twenty gralng  ‘This blrdling
has & hiead no larger than a pea, and legs hardly
longer than those ol & god-sized mosquite,  Tiw
entire measurenient from Up to tp is an inch and
o quarter.  Sirange as iU may seem these tiny
creatures are castly tamed, and It I8 not unusnal
o mee pets of this Kind enjoying the same freedom
in a household as o parrot that has been domestl
catel. At ane hovel, presided over by n mistress
as hideously ugly as the pet was beautiful, the
writer saw & Uny vervain contentedly taking it
food frum & quill inserted in & toy cup (lled with
julen of the sugar cane and both were held (n
onie hand of the woman
“The pink Unbed this is ane of the denizens of the
clenagn swamps, and hers this bird may be found
wading in the muwd, delving with i long, sabre-
whaped bill  into holes and drawing therefrom
whatever prey It may chance to discover, 1t loves
o roam over recently inundated lands and in
places where Lieavy rainfolls have turned the dry
soll intu & marsh it may often be seen prodding
for worms and snailx '

f the cormorants little need be sald, for these
indalent fiyers are common in almost any land
and especially so in the Southern States of our
own country.  In Cuba it was astonishiog to And
one mahogany hued fodividual who had suM-
clent ingenulty W put these creatiures W0 somo
useful purpose.  Among the savannahs of the
Nipe on the north coast lives o man with bls fam-
ily, who has built bis hut on stilts near the edgs
of a vast clenaga swamp,  Flshing is good in the
neighborhood, but the man never could muster
up energy 1o use hook and line, 5o he has trained
a few of these cormorants o do his angling for
him. The birds roost about the hut, on the eves,
railings or stumps in the water, and every now and
and then some member of the colony will make a
sudden dash ot the surface, the result being a fine,
fat Ash which is dutifully brought and laid on the
platform.

The reptiles of Cuba are generally not polsonous,
thouieh the Jubn, a snake that grows W a length of
six feel, Is sald 1o pussessa cortaln degree of venom.
The natives, however, declare the juba to be ab-
solutely free from all harmful gualities, and In
proul of their faith o this assertion freely handle
it The maja, a member of the boaconstriclor
family, s the largest serpent vn the lsland. It
grows ton length varylng from 12 1024 feet. and is
wore frealy encountered In the swamps and jungles
than among the foothills or In upland terrltory.
As o rule, the Cuban maja does not possess the
aggrowiveness so prowinent in other members of
the specles inhabiting the Isthmus and South
Amerivan countries, but once in a while the crea-
ture becotnes aroused (0 a senwe of It powers, and
declares war agalnst anyihing in slght A short
time ago at Sagua de Tanamo Capt K. C. Smith
of the Unlted States Postal Service bad an adven-
ture with a huge maja which he will probabily ro-
member for many days,  Capl Smith was mount-
od on a native pony and was armed with a Mauser,
a Colt's revolver and a machete, Upon neating
small streteh of cleared ground on the wide of & hill
he notleed the maja crossing the apot and rlding
around In front atlempiod to Lhead it off. The
snake turned in another direction, crawling slug-
glshly along, but the Caplain blocked it again.
Then the bia became somowhat angry and began
to form a coll but,lostead of comploting the coll,
threw itwell in & bunch. At that moment Capt
Smith fired. The bullet grazed the tanake's neck,
but did oo other damage than to scorch the skin
nnd cause the creature to become furlous It
formed Itself (nto a ball and, rolling like a shot
down hill, threw itself with great force agninst
horse and rlder.  The Impact staggered the horss,

unseated the rlider and tore the saddie loose.  Capt
Smith was thrown into the soft brash, the fright
ened bmrse galloped away and the maja, seoing
no other victim bandy, atlacked the saddle and
noon erushed the leather and woodwork L a mere
bundle of fragmenta, Capt Smith had mean-
while recovered himsell, and with his Mauser
placed anhot through the serpent's splne about
neven feet from the tall and ended I existence,
The akin Is beautifully marked, and in {ts d d

shooting these saurians as they floaled along &
came 1o the surface for & mun bath,

The lguana and overgrown laard, Is often on-
countered, but the most numerons denlsens of the
swampn are the chameloons and the true Hrarde,
of which thers are oo many varieties to atiempt fo
enumerate thetn. Aboul the shores are evary
variety of the huge wea turiles, and Inland there
are many species of the tortugs and tarrapin fami-
les that live in the depths of the blackest fwamps,
where they are born and reared never 0 see the
lght of the sin.

Perhaps the most intereating sight 10 the atran-
ger in tropleal countries tn the countless number
of oang rejos or climbing crabs which one meots far
Inland, several miles from the shore. Some one
has said that there are more crabe on land InCuba
than there are in the stftrounding waters; and the
vigltor crossing loterlor prairies and mesting
these orust na In greal while they are
migrating from place to place, s apt to declare the
slatement true  They are seen sl imes when on
the march covering many miles of territory, and
ah ddenly deod by oune of thess
maoving armies becomes convinosd thal fhe can-
grojo was bulli for speed.

One must travel In strange landa to loam strange
sirange facte In the markets of Neuvitan and
Gibara the wriler firsi made acquaintance with
the oolopus as an articl.o of diel, and saw prawn
the slm of young lobstem, grotesque and hideous
enough o give the holder he nightmam. All
along the hidden reefs and saw-tooth rocks lining
the shorea of Cuba are many varietiss of the oclo-
pold family, the most numerous of which (s the
argo, which is not withoul a eertain degres of
beauty, Its body Is covered with silver clond spots
and fine doitings of roses color, whioh are enhanced
by a broad band of ultramarine blos cromdng the
back diagonally and fading away in the lower
paris of the body. The animal is, however, an
dangerous na it ls beautiful. A gentlaman who
not long ago waa ssarching for ahells alongibenarth
north coast discovered ameng the rocks a baby
argo, which upon obeerving him tried w escape
Hao waa not sufficlently cautions. for upon attempt-
ing to eapture the strange thing i1 sprang upon
him and fastened s long tentacles (o his ahoalder
and arm.  He could not tear it loose, for its suok-

ern beld Grmly, and nothing but the will of the
animal could releass him, In thiy conditlon he
ran towards a boal that happened to be near,
whila the enraged argo, with (s eyes protruding
from the middie of its body, made every effort to
gel ita boak in position to bite. At last, nearly
fainting, he was aboul to glve up the struggle,
when a man, hearlog his cries, rushes forward
and by meveral sharp culs with a boat knife killed
tho arga.  He could only remove portions of the
carcasn al a time, so fAirmly did the suckers hold,
even aflor the animal had been killed. The argo
is the smallest of the specion, and this wpecimen,
which nearly conquered the gentleman referred
to had a body no larger than the ordinary clenchod
band. With asrms expanded It measured from
tip o tip not quite four feet. Tl true octopus Iy
a dangerous, repulsive thing, and is much dreaded
and feared, especlally by the sponge flahermen
along the Cuban coast It has two ugly, mov-
ahlo eyvs, alght long feelors, each feclar being pro-
widid with 120 powerful suckers, by means of
which the creature holds lis prey while in the act
of eating it

But it Iy in the insect erention that Cuba excels
all other slands in the Western Hemisphers
There are fow venomous luseols fiying or crawling
about bul they are rewarkable for sizs, brilllancy
and Inquisitiveness by day and luminosity by
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TO WOMEN: BUY SIX CLUBS

FHAT I8, IF YOU WANT TO MAATER
THE GAME OF GOLY.

Then Go Out On the Green and Practies
Woeek With Each #tick In Torn-This
¥lan Wrings Out Cop Winners, Hut
There Ave Other Methods Here Descoribed.

There are (wo soris of letters thai coma o a
nowspaper offios which may bo answersd in the
samo goenoral way, The questlons come from
two sorts of women; those who have bought a
golfing outht and want to know the quickest way
1o learn the game, and those who wani advice on
clubs to buy as well as how 1o use them afierward,
The average goll professional who should be
asked the latter question will at once advise the
purchase of so many cluba that the caddin bag
will bulge out like an old-fashioned umbrella
An the song says, "It's a matter of business with
him." TBul, candidly, it is a mooted polnt whether
it 18 not betlor 1o begin with but one club rather
than to buy & full set at the start.  If one haa the
time to spare, the betler way to begin, from the
amateur standpoint, would be to pul In a wook of
daily practios with driver, brassey, cleek, lofung
iron, manhis and putter in turn, I possible under
the eye of a good coach, and then, after the slx
weoks' of preliminary work, when the regular
gamo s taken up, it is a certainty that such pains
taking preliminary work will be rewarded by a
fines showing on the very first round of the links

To earry out the principle mill further, the mo-
man who thus takes up golf nead only buy a driver
at the start, the selection of which ahe would have
to leave to the profeasional ot to a friend.  But
altor o wook with the driver, the beglaner who fol-
lows thla plan shall know about what worl of &
bransoy will sult hor best, and, with the experl-
ence gained by another week, she should have
knowledge enough 1o choose a clesk, and so on
through the entire gamut of clubse  The pleasure
of shopping for elubs on ane's own account should
bhelp 10 make this system popular with the sex.
This syatem may be taken up in the reverse way
if desired, that is to begin on the putting green,
then trylng the approash shots, next the full and
balf iron  shots, finally ending with the tee shot,
but this cannot be recommendesd.  The great bene-
fit to be derived from the preliminary work with
ench club In to Isarn 10 sirike with 1t accurately
and fairly, with somo sort of knowledge as to the
distance it will carry. Ny beginning on the tee,
whan the rogular rounds are begun, sach elub will
be usad in its turn with a better idea of the gama
than if the practicing began on the pulling green,
for in that case the idoan of muccession will hardly
be mo clear, in fact the first impressions are apt
o ba pot “loysy-turey.”

At the Iast women's champlonship, with the ex-
eopticn of Miss Beatrix Hoyt, very few of the con-
teatants showead an all-around knowledge of (he
umes of the different clubs Al were strung from
the tee, but theraafler thelr choloe of clubs was a
haphazard one and the result of the strokes us-
unlly a matter of luck, Many, indesd, used the
brasswoy for hall-iron approach shots with the
result that the ball Aew far past the green.  Those
who learn under the progresaive syatam dasoribad,
at leant would not make that mistake. 14 differs
from hite teachings of the professlonals, from
Harry Vardon down, yet these exports stultify
themselves hy the fact that they will praciiee for
dayn at a time with a ecertain elub, be It cleck,

hie or putter, when they fancy that depart-

night  Thero are all sorts of beotiss. among
which the elociric beetle, with It night burning
lnmps, s the most conmpleuiua  There is the
great Atlas moth, glgantlc fur-conted, night-fiying
fnsect, the largest winged bug in the worlk  An
unusually large specimon of this moth would
meastire about folrteen inches from tip 1o tp.  Of
flies nlone over 800 upecies are known, The one
most to be dreasdd Is called “rodador” the roller,
something like a mosquito, which filly itself with
blocd like & lsech and when satiated drops off and
mils away, Of butierflies, the name is legion,
from the liny atom no larger than a pin head 1o
the gigantic wing spreadiag beauty reflecting the
colors of the ralnbow. Al night the fever breed-
ing, germ-sproading marshes are tirned Into
flames of Light, not mere dots and (winkles as on
ponda at home, butlarge brilliant glares that give
tho tmpression of an electric display. A few
of theso brillant Insects are used at times by the
natives 1o give & most charming effect 1o some of
thoir entertalnmenta. At the dances or on the
various town plazas of an evening the senoritas
and children often adorn themselves by atlaching
eleciric beetles or viher luminous Insects o thelr
clothing,

Of fieas and mosqultos agreatdeal might bagald,
Nowhero elso, except perhaps in the Hawalian
Ixlands, arm the feas so excoedlugly numerous
and so p ersistenty atientive as they are in Cuba,
This pest, that is very little understood (o the
States, becomes in Cuba a posdtive plague And
In conjunction with the latter the mosquitos are
a lerriblo torment, for whether by day or night
In tha cliles or forests or wherever one may chance
to be, these annoying insects are constanldy an
the alert to rob one of rest, and no ane yet has dis-
covered a mosquito bar that is proof against them,

Of neorplons, contipedes, spldens and tarantulas
thers are no end

The centipedo often altains & length of from
ten W twelve inchiea, but it is not feared 8o much
os the tarantula, for the latler grows 1o an enor
moua sire in the fsland and s said W be slmply
overloaded with venom, In Mexico and South-
weslern Texas ther Is a brown or mud-colored
soorplon that Is not antitled to much 1 for
s stinging powars, but in Cuba thers is a deadly,
black variely whose sling has been known to
producs fatal results.  The agriculiural ants of

Cuba are also dangerous to human kind, and there
in another equally dangerous and ugly insect
which, tranalated as nearly as possible from the
Cuban patols into our language, signifies “bull-
ant” Iis bite is consldered 0 be almout as deadiy
as tho sting of a black scorpion. It grows 1o a
sizo larger than the common wasp or hornet, and
bullds & mound o strong that the dome will
eanlly support the welght of & man. An 18-year
old Cuban hoy was stung on the ankle rocently
by one of thess insects and died a few hours later,
The writer found in one a well-developed polson
sac and & stinger fully halfl an inch long.

BRIDES WHO BUY WEDDING RINGS,

A Growlng Practice Which One Jewellor
Thinks has Its Advantages,

“Isn’t that & new wrinkle™ aaked the chance
abeerver,

"What™ sald the clerk.

"For the bride %o buy the wedding ring,” re-
plied the observer, tuming to look at the young
woman who bad fust gone out with her puschase
of & 14-karat, gold Mied ring,

The clerk, who tumed out to bo the proprietar
also, laughied. “Not at all in ihis part of town,”
ho sald. "The practice has been in vogue bere for
soveral years and has ountnued W grow in popu-
larity until It has become quite the proper caper.
Indeod, when & man comes in here now and aaka
to look at plain gold rings we consider him a litle
off color, and feel rather mean toward him, as
though he were usurping o feminine prerogative
Anyway, why shouldn't the woman buy the ring,
looking at the matter from a common sense stand-
polat? It saves no end of trouble. A ring from a
woman's point of view is & matter not only of senti-
ment, bt also of adornment She wants her
ewelry bowover chieap it may be, 1o Be of the proper
cut and the proper size.  Now, what man, 1'd like
to know, can go In and select the right kind of riog
even If he has got the measure? Not one oul of
twenty. It s & Jot more satislaclory for all eon-
oerned for the bride 10 come In and pick out what
she wants without troubling the bridegroom, ex-

niate measures 17 feel, 8 Inches from wp o tp,

Although the fact is not generally known, the
anaconda s also anativeof Cuba.  The writer
hao compared bolh species of constrictors, living
and dead, and finds there can be no doubt of the
Iact  This reptlle was not supposed to exlst in
Cuba, but the proof is heyond question, and the
statoment that the anncondn of the froples 18 also
an lnhabitant of the “Queen of the Antillss” mist
heteaflar be accepled as troe

The erocodile Is common in the swamps, rivers
and mamhes. and an industry has sprung up in
the hunting of these brutes for thelr hides and
teeth, which has proved profitabla American sol-
dlers stationed along the banks of the Cauto River

oept, of we, for the . Hp always settles
the bill; st leam I suppose he does.

“You see, this Is & nelghborhood where the peopla
don't stand much on the fine points of etiguetie,
They insist upon the ring W tle up the coniract
wilh, bul two thirda of these rings are unengraved
and sell for from 82 4o 84 11'a fun 1o soe some of
tha women when they fArat state thelr errand
Thay beat about the bush and make their wania
known in such & coquettish way that 1 don't won-
der, sometimes, that the young man, whoever ho
may bo, has Iost his hesd. Maldenly modesty, 1
suppose, makes thom shy, and they begin by say-
ing they are looking for & plain gold ring for a
{riend with a finger 'about the aise of mine' When
they pay that 1 alwsys smils, I know what |4
means ”

or crossing marshy Wacls found great sport in ]

mant of thelr game {y showlng weakness  But
many persons cannot take the time (o learn 1o
handle the clubs In such & #low and systematic
way. Whon this is the case lot the beginner huy
the six clubs named above and a caddie bag snd
wet out determined 1o do or die

Onea on the tee the professional will show the
pupil thestauce, but If there 1s no coach 0 be had
the way to stand may be learned by following any
goll match.  The game Is 80 common now that
Itis no longer necessary to draw a diagram when
the word stauce 5 used, besides 4t I8 menerally
admitted that the conformation | v mgth of
the indiuldual player mumt govern tne way of
manding and that It s uselssa to s vhilch foot
ahall be placed forward or back,  The grip sliould
bo firmer with the Jeft than with the right hand.
and a full swing is best, but, so long as the hall he
wall hit, all minor matters are now left 1o personal
consideration.  Hut there s only one way to gel a
long ball. Tho club head must describe a circular
line, beginning as far back as possible. ol alter
o impact, the club head must follow < irough,
on the same line and the player turn with arms
out after tho ball.  The stroke must not end with
the hitting of the ball.  This la the principle and
only diligent practice will bring 1t out, for the
natural tendency Is to hit and stop.  Glrls who
have playod elther tennls of baseball will readily
comprehend what “lollow throwgh' means, and
aluo the dilferenve between o hit and a sweeping
stroka

After the wark an the tee, practice tho awing
wherever and whenever there Is a chance to swing
a club  During that briet apell before dinner
which the French call the “bad half-hour.” it ia
Miss Heatrix Hoyt's custom, when at home in
Westchester, to pracrice the swing on the lawn
each evening. The systematic work, like the
daily dumbbell exercise of a gymnast, is Just
enough 10 Leep the style good and the muscles
tense. Miss Amy B. Pascoe, who Is nearly na
prominent in golf In the United Kingdom aa Miss
Beatrix Hoyt i bhere, recommends the beginner at
ter ahots to practice in the garden if links are not
near. “Have a sheet hung loosely between two
ponta,” writes Misa Pascoe, "some ton feet high
anid hit as hard as she can.  The sheel recelves
the balls, whbich fall harmlessly to the ground."
The beiter way is to practice from the tee for an
hour at a time, if possible under a professional's
tuiton. The second shots on long holes, When
the ball in well teed up, should be played with the
driver, 1If the ball Is on a stony sport, or in a deep
turf lle, use the hrassey, which is nothing but &
driver soled with metal for such emergencles and
18 uned in the same way. The great difference Is
that the lie for the brassey s usually only an In-
different one, and the stauce must be altered o
sult the hang of the ball.  When tho lie {5 too bad
for the brassey even, try the cleek or lofting fron.
Often, too, the nature of the ground makes it neces-
ary tow usa an fron for the second shot, although
otill a full drive 1 near the groen. When an iron
must bo taken under these clrcumstances remem-
bor that accuracy and not distance is the objact
in view in making the changa Do not force the
waaker clul

Usually, in playing full shots with the eleek or
fotis poworful frons, the rule s to take a shorter
fwiug than with the wooden clubs  Thls prae-
tee bn wtill generally taught although the modern
principle I8 10 tako aa full a swing as may b used
with ease whenever playing for a full shot. On
all full fron shots, dven with the mashie, ihe
club Is foroed to 1 full power and the beginner
ahould be well pleased 10 hold tho green.  To fall
dead to the hole an a full ahot s a matier of luck,
but on threequater, hall-wwing, or wrist ahols,
which are the approach shots proper, the striving
in nlwaynfor great accuracy and whoever in bet-
ter in this respoct will always score in the “short
game.”

The three-quarter shot is played with st arms,
and the club head handly rises above the line of
the right shoulder. There must be no shoulder
drupplng nor rising ol the heels, as in the full
shota  Hall-sliots are from the elbow only, wilh
sUfl wrista, and the upper part of the arm pressed
closo 1o the aide.  Wrist show are played sharply
and vary in style with the distance to be covered.
Ome of the oldest rules is that the shorter (be shot
the further thoe right foot must be put forward.
Nowadays the rule is that the right foot may well
be put forward on short shots, for It often tends
to make the direction more aceurals, but the
sland is a matter of choloe. Many good goliers
play all shots from the Jeft loot It I the hack
ward swing of the club that makes tho difference
beiween the full, three quarter and wrist strok s,
but, lo each the follow through abould be force
ful.

It I8 a good plan W shorten the grasp for each
drscending distance on the approach work
There are three sorta of approach ahows: tha low,
running up shot, the pliched-up shot, and the
pliched shot played with eut, so that It will rest
dend where I8 falln  The beginner should not
wy for cul, or back spin, on the approach shata,
leaving such delicate work for greater expericnoe
The paint for the novice o gauge is the distance

from ibe hole and her allompt musi be o got on
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tha green in the stroke by using just tha stroke
that will make \he distanes, by earry and roll In
every case (he ball must be hit elean, with just a
scraping of the grass beneath it Do not jab
into the turf by trying to hit behind the ball, un-
lesa the ball is In & gully and must be chopped
out  Instead, the club head sbhould strike under
the ball, close to the turf and follow through on
the line of fight  For a high plich the iron must
reach the ball before the hands, for a running-up
shot the bands are past the ball before the lron
hits It Foroe and awing will do the rest

In putting, the right hand docs most of the work,
the left band must be moved with it W0 make the
shot true. Usually the play Is from the right
foot, but, as in the other plays, the stauce Is option-
al, “Directlon and foron are the points to be
considersd.  Undoubledly the best puliers have
an intultive knack of eatching the trus line o
to tha hole, which is tha greay thing Lo be studied.
But, Incking this genius, audacity and practice
will do much o atone for ik Women who have
played croquet are too apt 1o tap the ball, instead
of earrying the putier through with the stroks,
but, on the other hand, the play through the hoops
educates the eyo to follow the siralght line across
turf, American women are usually good putters
It in al ones the sasiest depariment of the game,
and yel tho most imporiani, for, an the saying
in, "the good putier is the matoh for anybody."”

Beginnlng with the full aet of eltibs and dolng
ntl least eightoen holom dally, with inecldental
praciicing, a woman or girl should plek up a Inir
game in a month, but it will take a much longer
time 1o reach any sort of winning form, unless tho
handicappers am unusually kind to her. Un-
der the progressive plan of a week with each club,
aix ka will be d belore the course wili
bo played over at all, but the fair golfer who he-
gins in this slow way will win in the end, for she
will yery soon reach the “scratch” class when her
rogular playing begina Cups and trophles will
msoon blossom forth in her boudolr, and men will
seek oul this wise mald or mairon as a pariner in
the mixed foursomes So, whila the progres-
pive system Is rather a dull and mechanical way
of beginning, the results quickly show In golf
that, as the copy hook text has it "Indusiry s iin
own reward.” .

DARING OF PARACHUTE-JUMPERS.

A Busl of This 8 of the Year whioh
Results in Many Fatal Acoldents.

This Is the time of the yenr when the para-
chute-jumper fs up In the air. At lenst If
he la not up in the alr he s down In the
woods dangling among the trees, or Iylong in
A walery grave at the bottom of some lake,
He Is a daring and spectaculur fellow. He
bas n living to make, and this is his barveat
time. It s the time when he goes up and
down the country, in more senses than one,
giving exhibitions for the amusement of
crowda at county fairs, summer assemblios,
mass-meetings, and plenles. It he goes
through the season and escapes with his life
lie may conslder himgelf lucky, Ho takes
great rinks and demands blg pay. Sometimes
ho recelves $100 or more for n single per-
formance.

It Is a perllous business. The other day, at
Corey, Pa., Frunk Reynolds, an amalenr
aeropaut and parachute-jumiper, lost hlas lfe
becausy he could not ewim, He had never
before dropped with & parachute, but his
opportunity came when he was engnged as
an attraction for a summer assembly at
Findluy's Lake, fifteen miles from Corey.
On the afternoon of July 31, in the presence
of a large crowd, the young man made his
ascenslon. The balloon went up 3,000 feet.
There it struck a current of alr which ear-
ried It out over the lake. In the great crowd
which watched Reynolds ms he awung loose
from the trapeze-bar of the balloon and open-
ed his parachute to drop was his wife, who
suddenly sturtled everybody by orying: *He
can’'t awim and he will drown!" Bosts quick-
ly put out In response to the alarm, but
Reynolds struck the water where there In
& depth of ninety feot, threw up his handa,
and sank, while the nearest rescuring crew
\\iu.u 200 feet nway. He was twenty-five years
old.

Edward M. Enst, tweniy-one years old, met
& slmilar fate in a Minnesota lake, drowning
the first week In August. He began the ha-
sardous work early this semson, hoping to
make more money than he could In any other

business. His career was cut short at his
fifth ascenslon, It was fg the town of
Walker,

The young seronaut made his as-
censlon in the evening, and there wns & hig
crowd on hand to watch Lthe perfo

The hot-air balloon shot up to l‘:l nll:.tr::::::c::f
feveral hundred feet, when o slrong wind
caught and carrled It out Over the south srm
of Leech Lake, Then the balloon was lost
to slght. A steamer hnatened to the rescue
and although the balloon was recovered, the
Reronaut was not found. A gearch was lu-f:l up
all night, but the body was never recoverad
It Is supposed that the parachute falled to do
}:ls‘\\t'ﬁrl(t“rlnrmmlrl.ralnd that East, jn attempt-

J mself loose, becam
ful(!mhm:diul;ér into the lake.  ° excited ana
irien Keef, a Cleveland aerp

death In that clty on July 10, Iumlltl:;' 1?13:5
sence of n crowd which had assembled to
witness his ascenston and parachute Jump
4t Euclid Beach Park. The balloon nnd
parachute were attached to & guy rope
which in turn wag fastened to a stuke
As the balloon became inflate i

d 1t swayed
end tugged wo powerfully that it pulled |
stake from the ground. Raleuudp frlgga ll]:.:

moorings, the alr-ship shot upw
sudden jerk, and the trapeze ‘:m:r:u:nw-a!-l
ken by coming in contact with the fiying
stake, Keef clung to the ropes of the bal-
loon, and almost before any one
the sltuation, he had been Ifted to a
belght of 150 feet. He probably felt that
It meant certain death to oling longer to
the ropes and allow the balloon to curry
him higher; so he took the one chance
which remained, and released his grip. He
landed  wquarely on his feot. Hoth his
::f:o‘::tr:l brﬁkagi Hdntl his Internal injuries
s (.} L]
ll::;)llﬂneu. without regaining con-
te of the most thrilling A .
in mid-alr this BOABDT wnn! lhflt:uufm‘{',“;t
Thayer at Streator, 111, on July 7. Thayer
went to Btreator from Collios, Mich., to
make an sscenslon at the plenle given by
the local oamps of the Modern Woodmen
of America. Early In the ufternoon he
started on his aerfal voyage. The balloon
rose rapldly to a height of about 1,000 feet
und then drifted toward the southeast. Sud.
denly the balloon began to descend qulck-
Iy, and the parachute opened, Thousanda
of wpectators were watching overy move-
ment, They saw the frantic but unesucoens-
ful attempts of Thayer to loosen the para-
chute from the balloon, Fu could be seen
uslog every effort and stralning every
mukcle and nerve to free himself and his
parachute, untll suddenly the balloon eol-
Inpped. A ftew seconds Inter Thayer struck
the ground. He was dead when the firat
man reached his slde, He foll 200 feet, land-
ing on his back on a rallroad track,

Streator furnished another balloon sensn-
tlon this season. Mme. Carmon, a profes-
slonil meronaut, hiud a narrow escape from
denth In a burnlng balloon (here early in
July, Ganoline wan used to hasten the in-
flation, and the flames Ignited the balloon,
Bome exclled spectator shouted to let go,
and the workmen dropped the guy rope.
Mme., Carmon became entapgled In the
ropes, and was carried up head downward,
lilke & fiylng-trapese performer, Thousands
witnessed her perilous ascent. Soon the
fiames burned a hole In the balloon, allow -
Ing the gas to emcape, and thin caused o
speedy descent. The balloon found a land-
fog on & houmetop, and the woman, eurious
to may, escuped with a few brulses,

W. A, Ward, a Bloux City neronnut, was
equally lucky. He made an ascension at
Lokeview, la,, on July 5, before a crowd of
5,000 people, and when at a helght of more
than 160 feet his parachute tore loose, but
did not open. He feoll to the ground, but,
to the great surprise of the s9rgeons who
examined him, he did not sustain fatal in-
Juries.

At Kansas City, earller in the season,
Howard Twisa son of a former Mayor of
that town, borrowed a balloon snd Attempt -
ed an necension and parachute Jump for the
eptertainment of his friends. It was at
Chelsen Park, & suburban resort om the
Kansas sids of the line. He ascended, as

!

renlized

it n red Lo the spectators, fully 500 feet,
whu':l":hn balloon was enught In & sudden
blast of wind and eapsized, The parachute
falled to do its duty, and young Twiss, the
balloon, and the parachute all cama tum-

bling to the earth In a heap together.
Luckily, the amateur aeronnut and his trap-
pings foll first Into the branches of n big
troe. Then, through the thick folinge, Twiss
oamo tumbling to the ground, the force of
his fall much broken. He was plcked up
unconsclous, and earried to a houpital. The
surgeons found several bones broken, but
paid he would recover. Twiss will not try
balloonin In.

An u:e:::ctod balloon ride oarrled
Eugene McCarthy, & Vermont farmer, to a
height of 3,000 feet, and, strange to say,
he returned to earth unhurt. This VOYngo
was made at the Mad River Valley l'ni'r in
Reptember, 15897, in a hot-air balloon, While
asulsting in the preliminaries for an ascen-
slon, MeCarthy got tangled In the ear-ropes,
was made a prisoner, and he shot into the
alr far above the bare top of Bald Mountalmn,
More than 2,000 men, women, and children
witnessed his remarkable filght, In the firat
confusion of the start upward the speocta-
tors did not recognize McoCarthy In the
balloon. They saw a strapger In the rig-
ging, dangling below the big canvas bag,
and, noaturally thought, as every-
thing went up nolselessly, that his presence
there was an unadvertised part of the pro-
gramme. What made the double ascension
wtill more Intereating to them was the
every-day appearance of the man. He wan
dreaned, not In ballet contume, llke the wo-
man, but in modest farm clothes, There-
fore, the crowd sent up a rousing cheer to
the balloon. In answer the young woman,
who rested comfortably on the trapese-bar,
bowed mand threw a kiss to her admirers.
An for the other performer, the man In
shirt-sleeves, he meemed frightened, Ha
nelther bowed nor waved his hand, but
held on tight, and took no notiees of the
spectators, They watched him rise to n
helght of 2,600 feet, where, like his com-
panion, he was merely a dot at the end of a
thread. At this polnt the young woman
mald A-by to McCarthy, and took her
parachute-jump downward. He naturally
preferred her company o that lonely reglon,
but with trus Green Mountain grit, he held
on to the ropes and patiently awaited de-
velopments,

Freed of the weight of the girl and para-
chute, which dropped towards the falr
grounds, MeCarthy und his airship leaped
00 feet higher. Personally, he was satls-
fled with 2,600 feet, but he was compelled
to obey the law of nature. He held his
breath, and grasped the ropea tighter. At
an altltude of 8,000 feet the balloon foated
laxily in the still mountain alr. Far above
Bald Mountain he took a panoramic view of
the scenery, which showed the Montreal
mountaln In Cunada, the white peaks in
Noew Hampshire, the whole sweep of Ver-
mont to the south, and Lake Champlain and
the Adirondacks In New York state. But
the man in the balloon soon tired of his
view. He then wanited for the hot, smoky
alr in the bag to cool, and take him home.
His descent was s easy and graceful as
the parachute drop of the young woman.
He landed, uninjured, not half a mile from
the falr grounds. People surrounded him
afs they would m hero. In a few words he
told the story of hin wonderful experience
In midair, then hitched up hin horse, jump-
ed Into his wagon, and drove home. He hins
since dled comfortably in hed.

GREAT FLOOD OF 1844,

When the ﬂl‘?ll_;|:ll_9 ise Covered
Nectlons Along the Missouri River.
From the St Lowvs ﬁ_fnbi-nmm!.

WastinaTos, July 20—The flood of the
Brazos was without précedent for that lo-
cality. Tt still puzeles the government mete-
orologists, who can oply account for It by
most unusunl conditions of ralntall. ‘The
tact ls interesting (o recall that a aimilar
surprise ocourred in the Missourl valley over
half a century ago. An “the great flood of
1844, 1t bas a place in the local history.
From the earllest Indlan traditlons to the
presgnt time that stands ae the greatest flood
of the lower Missourl, There had been no.
thing to eompare with it before. There has
baen nothing like It since. In the records of
the government weather service these dals
about the flood of 1844 are preserved:

“The stage reached on the present scale
of river measurements was 37 feet on June
20 at Kansas Clty, 14 feet above the danger
line. At Booneville the river reachead 3.6
feet two and a halt days later, which was
138 feet above the danger line at that
place, The flood was ecaused by the colncl-
dence of unusually heavy and protracted
ralng, with what |8 known ns the ‘June
rige,' the melted snows from hoadwalers,
It I8 sald that about the middle of April
the ralps began to fall in  brief showers
nearly every other day. After & few weeks
It began to raln every day. It poursd down
for days nnd weeks, almost without cessa-
tlon. The river was risiug guite rapidly, but
no danger was aoticlpnted, for the oldest
settler had pever seen a genernl and de-
#tructive overflow, and did not know that
such a thing could occur. The river con-
tinued to rise, bowever, at the rate of twelve
to ¢lghteen inchos a day untll June 6, when
It went over its banks, and the situation be-
came alarming, The channel was full of
driftwood; occasionally & log house floated
down, with chickens and turkeys on the
roof.  In several nstances men, women, and
ohlldren were seen on the tops of houses
flonting hither and thither, and turned and
twisted about by heavy logs and jame, but
the people were rescued by parties io skiffe.

“On June 20 the water had reached its
highest point, and the next day bogan 1o
fall, but the dumage dona seemed absolute
and the ruin eomplete, The flood extended
from bluf! to bluff, generally, two miles.
There wns not an acre of dry land in the
rive r bettoms (rom Kansas Clty to  the
mouth of the river. The rains subsided, and
the river fell rapidly. A few persons movesd
baek to thelr farms In what was then &
very sparsely settled reglon, and, although
It was lmpossible 1o do any farming untll
the Iatter - part of July, it s rellably re-
ported that enough corn was raised that
searon  for the people In many places to
subsist on.

“Where Kansas Clty now stands the flood
was kboul three miles wide, In what is
now  known as the pucklng-house and
wholesale dleirict, where the Unlon depot
stands sud all the switching grounds are
located the water was about {en feet deep.
The flood extended over the present site of
Armourdale and Argentine in Kansnw, neor
the mouth of the Kaw, but thers were fow
settlements at the junction of the Minslsnippl
and Kaw In those days. A deplorable con-
saquence of the great flood was the season
of sickness which followed and the high
rate of mortality, It s sald that It~ was
Impogaible to find & well person on aceount
of the minsma rosulting from the decaying
animal and vegetable matter, Chills and
fever provalled in mallgnant
form, followed in the winter by spinal
meniogitis,  then called ‘head  disease,’
which proved very fatal, An important
faet conuected with  (hie flood was that
steambonts golug up the river found 1t as
low as usual mwhove Bt. Joseph, Mo, All the
tritutaries of the Missouri, in the state of
Missourl, are belleved to have overflownd
thelr  banks In 1644  very extenslyely, al-
though In that early dav there was scarcely
apything to domage along the sireams in
the way of personal property.

""The flood level at Kansas City was de-
termined and marked on a pler of the Han-
nibal bridge when it was belng constructed
by Mr. Octave Chanute, who was nuper-
visiug engincer of construction. The T
wis obtained by the collatlon of eleven or
twelve high-water marks, preserved by old
settlers on both sides of the river. Mr
Chanute stales thet thore was practieal
agrevment fn the well-authentioated marks.
Bome yeurs after the completion of the
bridge. & fow local englneers expressed some
doublt 85 to  the accurscy of the slage,
clalming that It was too bigh, but Mr, Cha-
nute, who was then bullding a bridge across
the Missouri at Sibley, about thirty miles
east of Kansas City, found the high-water
marks at that place to correspond vary
tlosely with the established mark at Kan-
sas City, after allowing for the slope of the
river.  Mr. Chanute tested all data worthy
of conslderation in his determination, so

that there is nothi u| hioh base
& doubt of its leo:r‘uy’:?u v "

thelr most

WCALLA AS A COMMANDER.

INSPIRING MANNER ON THRE
BRIDGE OF A WARSDIP,

HIs

Quick Discernment and Deelslon of the
Man Who Is o Take Charge of the New-
ark—Praise for Those Who Deserye It and
That Promptly Gilven—The Marblehend.

Capt. Bowman H. McUalla, who has just beem
ordered from the Norfolk Navy Yard o the com-
mand of the erulner Newark, is often thought of
and spoken of as a disciplinarian of such rigid
Ideas that he is likely to use severity where firm-
ness would be suficient That whers Capt
MeCalla is there ia discipline, |s as rue a saying
a5 it is & neadless one, But everybofly who be-
came familiar with conditions on the Marblehead
during her ceaseless aclivities of last summes
commented on the apparent freedom [rom arbls
trary formalities that characterized (he ahip
Thero was no suggestion of the marilnet which
her captain bhad been represeuted to be. Every-
thing was done that was required 1o be dons and
wan done on time; everybody was buay, yet with
MHme to be eotirteous, and everybody was mani-
festly contentsd to & much groatoer degree tham
appeared W be the case on some of the ships after
months Io ths tropies. The spirit of one man
pervaded the ship, which in unconseicus recogni-
tlon of this was as often ealled, and by her own
men as well as others, the MeCalla as the Marble-
hiead. It was just & bit curlous st first Lo hear
men who were supposed to be secretly chaflng
under the requirements of a sharp disciplinarian
requesiing friends and chance acquaniances o
apread the custom of oalling their ahip afier thelr
commander and o give bis name to Guanianame
Bay.

An unpublished incident of the campaign i(m
that hay thrown up into strong light the aggres-
sive nature of the Marblehoad's commander, and
his quick detection of salient facts and his
squal readiness to reprove or commend, show,
perhaps, one of the secreta both of the efficlency
of the ship and the popularity of the man direct-
ing her. It was one moming afler the warshipa,
oolliers, transports and supply abips, lying im
tho harbor during the night, had found tbem-
selves under the Mauser fire of Spaniah guerillas
who had come down the weatern ahore of the bay
from Calmanera, in the darkness, and from poinis
of tha land comparatively near 1o the ahipa bhad
sent a shower of the bullots with \belr quick,
sharp ping g! ping-g! plogg! ping-gl acrons the
decks.  Similar perlormances bad marked more
than one night, and the Americans were tred
of them, so it was determined to rake the woods
and bush of that shore on that June morming
prowy thoroughly.

Moat of the small fire come from a penin-
sula with a broad end jufling out from the main
western shiore, ealled Hicacal Poiot, and from a
ppint Just to thehe north of the peninsula,
from which it in separated by the maln channel
of the harbor leading up o Caimanera. The
St Lounis ook  position  at the southerly
end of the poninsula o rake it northward.
The Suwanes ran up into the shallow
water eastward of the upper point W atiend to
the nuisances there, The Marblehead from her
station well down the harbor stoamed slowly up
10 gain a lavorable position whenoe her fire should
crogs that of the SL louis (only the Si Louia
couldn’t shoot that morning, and sent most of
her shots away over into the channel beyond,
and once Imperilled the Suwanee).

“What is the range, navigalor™ Commander
MeCalla asked as the ship neared the positlon
ho intended her o take.

"Nineteen hundred yardn™

“Let them bave one from the farward gun there
al 2,000 yards.  Have you got it?  Fire"”

The shot {from the six pounder fell into the
water nol {ar [rom the shore.

*(), you'll have to do better than that for ua,
navigator, Increase your range [to the gunner]
1256 yards and let go again.”

The ahell struck the sanda just outside the line
of tho trees. The ship until then had not quite come
to a ston,

“What now dn you make the rangs, Navigator™

*Twenty-one hundred yarda”

*Make the range 2,200 yards and make those
woixls hot.”

Other guns ol the ship began to speak. The St
Louls was sending her wild shots over Into the
channel. The transport Panther was barking down
oear the St Louls, The Suwance was roaring
with her & Inch broadsides, as it d, soquickly
she was firing.

“Signal the 5t Louls her shols are golng oves,
Who fired that last gun aft® Amend your range
and fire into the brush there. Twenty-iwo hun-
dred yards and a litto to the northward.”

The Marblehead was uslog her port gune, as
she lay headed up the bay, Commander McCalla
stood on the port slde of the bridge, his glasm at
his eyes one moment as he scanoed the shore and
at his aide the next as he waiched his gunners on
the deck below at either sido of him. The guna
kept on speaking.

“That midships gun has it right Put another
one right there. Signal Suwanes he'll be aground
It he runs down that shore any further. Who is
firing that atter gun® What do you mean? Send
that man up here!™

The commander's tone suggesiod a sentense of
Instant death. A strapping young tellow, with the
arms ot a blackamith, came upon the bridge

“Are you firing that gun? What ails you? Ge
back and be caretul. Put the shots whare I tell
you®

From just over the crest of a low hill at a bend of
tho shore north and eastward ol the Suwaness
thero came suddenly volloys of musketry fire di-
rected upon that active little ship

"Ask Capt Delehanty it he wants us 4o atiend
to those tellows, Lavely!™

This last exclamation upon awinging his glass
just in time 0 see the last shot from that trouble
some alter gun.

“Put nnother one right there. Good, The man
at that gun stand out Splendid! That's what we
wanL"

Thix wax aaid, be It remembered, 40 the aamae
man who a few momenis helore had been called 1o
the bridge for reproor, and,like the reproor, the come
mendation was hearty and public,

"Cut a shrapnel at 2,800 yards and let thoss fe-
lows who are bothering Suwanens have it"

Such was McCalla on the bridge. The next af-
ternvon  the circling vultures over the peninsuls
woedy and above Hicacal showed that that morn-
Ing's work had not been In valn. Cubana later
taken up by the Suwanee confirmed the indicar
tions ol the buzenrds,

TESTING ARMY REVOLVERS

Wherein the New Patterns Differ from
Those Heretoflere In Use,
From the dpringfeid Uniom,

Tenin of the models of revolvers submitted
by the Bmith & Wesson and the Colt Companies
for the United Btates service, began st the
armory yesterday. The trial Is condusted by
Major Greer, Captaln Thompson and Lieuten=
ant Horney, and s made at the water shopa,
The tests made yostarday wore reguarding the
penetration. meouracy aud veloclty of the
weapons. The revolvers are also to be tosted
with regard to rust and endurance. The tosts
will prabably cocupy to-day aud to-morrow.

The rovolvers which are belng tested are of
thirty-sight caliber and aro nearly similar jn
pattern, Hoth broak at the side and are somes
what roughly made to withstand the vigorous
usage of army sorvice.

The Bmith & Wesson revolvor Is s radiea] de-
parture in tho revolver pattorns of that firm,
Allof thelr previous recont patterns have had
the automatic lock at the top of tha barrel,
which has been such o distingulshing mark of

he Smith & Wesson revolvers. In the rovolver

eforn the exnmining board, this devies has
been done away with, and a solid fteama hne
been substituted. Tnstend of hreaking st the
breoeh, the ehamber of the revolver fa Is over
to the left when a small thumb spri € s
ressed. Thoe miector te then struek with the
aft hand snd all the sholls in the ehamber are
ejecteld simultnneously. From its action the
weapon s to ho known as the "hand sjector, "
It {a bullt much heavier thag any previous re
m :;el‘ Itur.nud mil&y' ll|m umlmlmur. the barre
OnEer ang e oha Y
to n{r the regulation m.pfﬂ e L KT tr~i
u-anl by the government.
ha Colt revolver now befora the hoard is
chuoged from the Colt revolver In nse In the
:;:1{ n?: Jir:tﬁnl.‘su mei;rnlnm« wilhdlhﬁ- '"f'
G oard which inveatigste: 6la
r at the close of the war withh - Jm:

r of springs have heon alimfﬁﬂ&dt ‘&:

gomeral tendeney of tha changoes is to ma

Iber revolver shal

]

Weapon more automatic in its workings,'
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